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furnish handsome specimens of battleships, and Krupp
would supply batteries of guns.1 The Tsar responded
eagerly: he thought it was high time to stop England
dictating her own rules of neutrality about the question
of the Russian fleet coaling at German stations.2 c The
only way/ he continued, c as you say, would be that
Germany, Russia and France should at once unite upon
arrangements to abolish English and Japanese arrogance
and insolence. Would you like to lay down and frame
the outlines of such a treaty ? As soon as it is accepted
by us, France is bound to join her ally.'

Would he like to frame this treaty ? He could give a
practical answer to that question, and on the very day on
which he received this telegram the Emperor, in consulta-
tion with Billow, drew up a draft and sent it to the Tsar.
This draft was emended a few days later by suggestions
from both sides, and its final form for the present con-
tained the following provisions:

' i. If either Empire should be attacked by a European
Power, its Ally will come to its aid with all its forces
by land and sea. The Tsar will inform France of this
understanding and ask her to associate herself with it as
an Ally.

1 2. Neither of the high contracting parties shall make
a separate peace with a common adversary.

* 3. This Treaty shall remain in force for a year after
either party has renounced it.

1 4.  (Secret Article.)   The high contracting parties shall

1   Willy-Nicty Letters, pp. 138, i j6.

2  The Emperor regarded the acquisition of these coaling stations as his
personal achievement.    He had insisted that it was * his will' to have
them, and had got them in spite of the most determined opposition from
England and Russia.    (Diary of Mr. Frederick Whitridge.)